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“CLEVELAND 


Oue of the Langest Autique Slot Machine Dealers in the United States 


I WILL PAY MORE FOR YOUR SLOTS! 
Buying & Selling Everyday 
Over 2000 Satisfied Customers! 


LET'S TALK! 
Bob Levy (856) 663-2554 


The Unique One 


¢e CELEBRATING MY 12TH YEAR 


e FULL TIME BUSINESS 
¢ NO REPRODUCTIONS - ORIGINALS ONLY 
e LIFETIME GUARANTEE 


www.antiqueslotmachines.com 


Message from Our President 


Once again we are fortunate to have the permission of the Sanfilipo 
family to host our next meeting of C.O.C.A. If you have not been to 
Jasper’s then I suggest you not miss this opportunity to visit the pre- 
mier Coin-op/Music/Organ collection in the country. The meeting will 
be held at 7:00 PM. We have arranged to have a bus outside the 
Pheasant Run Hotel to take members to his house. If you need a ride 
you must be pre-paid, the cost is 6 dollars. Remember only paid mem- 
bers and one guest may attend. Please contact Paul Hindin 
(bedvib8or@aol.com) to register. Only “paid” members will have a 
reserved seat on the bus. Seats are allocated on a first come first 
served basis. 


The Ist Annual C.O.C.A Convention in Cleveland was a huge 
success. I am looking forward to the 2nd. Please see my review in this 
magazine. 


I feel that at this time incorporation of the Club (C.O.C.A) may be 
warranted — The benefits would include the long term existence of the 
club and it’s name. It would also limit our liabilities. I will include a 
ballot in the next dues notification. If anyone has any questions please 
contact me at walex6@msn.com. 


Happy Hunting 
Alex Warschaw 
President C.0.C.A 


SUPPORT C.0O.C.A 
Send Us Your Ads & Articles, also... 
CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE: 


www.coinopclub.org 


C.0.€0.A. TTIUMEBS 


3712 W. Scenic Ave., Mequon, Wisconsin 53092 
Phone: (262) 242-3131 or E-mail: Bedvibr8o0r@aol.com 
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C.S.1. MINNEAPOLIS 


by John Peterson 


Don’t you love those television shows that seek 
to both challenge and entertain? I certainly do! 
Though we may not agree on specific programs, I 
think it is safe to say that we can all agree that there 
are not enough of these shows offered to us. One of 
my current favorites is “C.S.I.,” (Crime Scene 
Investigations, Miami, New York, and now 
Minneapolis!) Besides the appeal of smart women 
and clever writing, I enjoy the intellectual dissec- 
tion of victims, crime scenes and the psyches of all 
the players. With a combination of forensic inves- 
tigation and strong intuition, the investigators 
resolve puzzling and often contradictory evidence 
on a weekly basis. Sort of like what I attempt to do 
each time I report for duty to my tiny workshop in 
the basement. 

Today’s article is entitled “C.S.I. Minneapolis” 
or more specifically, “Coin-Op Scientific Inquiry, 
Minneapolis.” For you newer members who have 
not had the pleasure of suffering through my earli- 
er articles, there are several notable differences 
between the older coin operated games made in 
England versus those from the same era here in 
America. One of the most frustrating is the lack of 
manufacturer’s identification on most British 
games. My research suggests that a major reason 
for this was the British game maker’s desire for 
anonymity and therefore immunity from prosecu- 
tion should their game be deemed a gambling 
machine rather than an amusement device. (See 
“This Corndog Won’t Hunt, “COCA Times, July 
2002 for a more in-depth discussion.) The end 
result is the vast majority of 
pre-WWII_ British games 
have no manufacturing iden- 
tification on the game. We 
will examine one such game 
today to see what secrets it 
has to tell us. Please dim the 
lights, Professor. Let’s begin. 

Slide, please. (Photo A) 
The machine before us is an 


allwin named “Lucky Horse Shoe.” Several fea- 
tures besides its appalling condition immediately 
stand out. First, you have undoubtedly noticed that 
this is an automatic payout game. For the junior 
grade detectives among us, your more experienced 
brethren were able to conclude such by observation 
of the case front. Take another look. There is a 
hammer lever on the right and 
a payout cup, nothing else. 
Therefore, once the ball has 
dropped into the horseshoe 
“win” hole, the coin payout 
must be automatic. Just for 
comparison, please examine a 
traditional allwin (Photo B). 
This is another game of about 
the same vintage as “Lucky 
Horse Shoe.” See the large knob on the lower left 
hand side of the case? This is what you turn after 
your ball has gone into a “win” hole. By doing so, 
you manually operate the interior coin slide which 
drops a coin (or whatever your prize) into the pay- 


out cup as well as returning your ball for another. 


As you know, the autopay allwins are in the 
decided minority and are much more desirable and 
= valuable than the manual 
models. Therefore, this must 
be a rare and valuable allwin, 
right? Not so fast, Inspector. 
Your initial assumption is 
incorrect, we see a most 
unusual interior mechanism. 
(Photo C). Take a look as the 
the spring at the bottom of the 
door with the red ribbon 
attached for illustrative purposes. This spring 
attaches the hammer lever to the payout slide 
mechanism. After the ball drops into the Shoes 
“win” hole, you push the hammer lever down a 
second time. This activates the coin slide in the 
Same manner as the turning of a traditional payout 
knob. Quite a clever slipper, this “Shoe!” 


What about age, class? The more observant 
have noted the art deco shape of the cabinet. If cor- 
rect, this would date the game from 1925 through 
the later 1930’s. As if to reinforce the art deco con- 
clusion, the thematic scheme is emphasized by the 
physical structure of the playfield and the bold 
color organization. Look at the terrific metal shoe 
that serves as the “win” hole. True to inspired 
design, it appears that one almost cannot lose with 
this game. Once you start playing you soon realize 
that the nails across the mouth of the open shoe is 
giving you the boot! If this were a game from the 
1950’s or 60’s it would have featured a multi-col- 
ored plastic backflash with bright pictures, proba- 
bly of horses and horseshoes. The “win” and “lose” 
holes would likely have been placed on a horizon- 
tal gallery. Games from the 1940’s were severely 
limited by World War Two. Themes from that peri- 
od usually reflected the tremendous stress under 
which Great Britain labored most heroically. 
Adding up the elements of the case design, the inte- 
grated hardware and color scheme plus the elimi- 
nation of later periods, I think it safe to conclude 
that this is almost certainly a 1930’s or late 1920’s 
game. 

Next, manufacturers. Anyone care to guess? I’m 
going to go out on a limb and suggest that it was 
the British Manufacturing Company (B.M. Co.). 
They built games from 1914 to 1946 in London, 
England. When they went out of business at the 
end of the War, much of their remaining stock was 
sold to Oliver Whales of Redcar, England. Because 
of this, some of Whales’ better games appear to be 
a hybrid of styles from both companies. I will have 
an example of this to show you at a later date. 

Back to “Lucky Horse Shoes.” I’m going to 
climb further out on that limb and suggest that this 
was most likely a prototype game by the B.M. Co. 
that never made it into production. Here is why. 
First, the attribution to B.M. Co. is due in part to 
the hardware. Take another look at the allwin in 
Photo B. This is a more traditional game also made 
by B.M. Co. about the same time as “Shoes.” The 
art deco styles of the two cases are quite similar. 
Note the identical shape of the distinctive hammer 
levers. Secondly, B.M. Co. made a number of auto- 


pay games, “Lucky Circle” and “Lucky Star” to 
name two. I have checked the primary English ref- 
erence book, Arcades and Slot Machines by Paul 
Braithwaite. Alas, there is no listing for a “Lucky 
Horse Shoes” under the B.M. Co. name or any 
other for that matter. This is not surprising as the 
names of the games under the manufacturers list is 
not complete, even in this primary reference book. 

What supports my proto- 
type theory? Take a close 
look at the inside of the case 
(Photo D). You will note that 
the back wall of the case is 
most unusual. Almost every 
wall game has a solid back- 
board. The board provides the 
strength necessary to support 
— the game when it is screwed 
into the wall and more importantly, is cheap to 
manufacture and install. “Shoe” has three separate 
boards joined by the two visible seam strip boards. 
No one in their right mind would suggest such a 
time-consuming feature on a hidden component 
when a simple single board solution already exist- 
ed and was in use on all production games. 

Finally there is that unusual payout mechanism. 
Shoe’s exterior configuration with its lack of a pay- 
out knob tells the player: “I am an autopay game.” 
The Brits know autopay games well and they love 
them. They know exactly what is required to play 
which is nothing more than to deposit the coin and 
push/release the hammer lever. If you score a win, 
the reward is automatic. When the punter wins but 
does not automatically get the payout with this 
imposter, the next logical step is to bang his fist on 
the case to “encourage” the payout mechanism. 
How many bangs does he take before he puts his 
own shoe into action? Due to the fact that I have 
not seen this payout mechanism on any other game, 
I believe “Shoe” was “an idea ahead of its time” to 
quote Edsel Ford. “Lucky Horse Shoe” had the 
unlucky fortune of being B.M. Co.’s version of our 
Edsel automobile. It looked incredibly good but 
based on the expectations of the day, it was just too 
advanced for the audience. 

The last issue demanding our attention is the 


condition of the game. It arrived at our lab in the 
condition that you saw in Photo A. Many British 
games that have run on the arcade circuit eventual- 
ly acquire an aftermarket paint scheme known as 
“Showman’s paint.” (If you would like to see a typ- 
ical Showman’s paint scheme, see “Fortune 
Kooky” COCA Times, March 2004). What you see 
on the “before” picture here can only be described 
as “clown’s paint,” done by some Bozo with a few 
cans of spare paint. This raises the perplexing ques- 
tion of whether or not to restore and if so, how 
much? The question is not too difficult with 
“Shoes”. There is no good reason (other than sloth) 
to retain the current paint scheme on this game. It 
is not original and this sloppy painting is a decided 
detriment to the inherent beauty of the game. The 
larger question still remains: When do you restore 
and how far should you go in that restoration 
process? 

My pet theory is that Americans restore too 
much and go too far when they do. These are gen- 
eralizations, of course but I find that we seem to 
prefer our games looking like they just stepped out 
of a showroom. If we cannot get a mint condition 
game, then a total restoration with replating and 
repainting is the next best thing. I sincerely ques- 
tion the wisdom of this preference. Let me explain. 

These games that we love so well are ultimate- 
ly machines of commerce. They are mechanical 
marvels that sought to entertain the masses while 
extracting their hard earned coins. Like ladies of 
the night, many of them performed under question- 
able circumstance with a slightly tarnished reputa- 
tion. The better design of the game, the harder the 
game would work for you. Thousands of sweaty 
hands caressed your machine, praying for the bene- 
diction of financial reward. It has been said that 
remarriage after divorce is the triumph of optimism 
over experience. While I would agree, I think gam- 
bling is a stronger example. You can rest assured 
that your machine has broken both hearts and 
pocketbooks. Why would you wish to totally erase 
all vestiges of such power over the human condi- 
tion? 

A good friend and advanced British collector, 
David Lavender once explained to me why he 


acquired but then sold a very early and rare wall 
game which he had found in mint condition, com- 
plete with packing box. David said, “Although it 
was in perfect condition, I found it oddly unap- 
pealing - it had acquired none of the character and 
patina of a machine that has worked for it’s living.” 
That phrase, “a machine that has worked for it’s 
living,” struck me as the quintessential statement 
of what these wonderful machines truly represent. 
Let us honor all our machines that have worked for 
a living by showcasing them proudly, wrinkles, 
warts and all! 

And so, class, ends the 
C.S.I. of “Lucky Horse 
Shoe”. For the curious, 
(Photo E) is “Lucky Horse 
Shoe” today. The case has 
been stripped and varnished 
plus the grime polished away, 
nothing more. Any questions? 
All right then, Pll see you 
next time when we examine 
those fabulous foreign games made from the 
British market. Class dismissed. Oh, Miss 
Moneypenny, may I see you in my private office, 
please...... THE END! 


Post Mortem: As you would expect with any 
rigorous scientific analysis, I submitted my article 
to a highly respected British collector. Here is 
what he had to say: ““The Lucky Horse Shoe is 
great, isn’t it? I bought one about 8 years ago and 
its in worse state than yours. The case is rotten as 
a pear. Some insect liked the taste. I don’t want to 
make a new case until I identify and locate the 
right type of wood. I think C****B**** also has 
one and I’ve seen another with a payout handle! 
So although it’s rare, it was a “production” model. 
I don’t like to pour cold water on your theory - I 
know how hard it is to discern a manufacturer 
sometimes - and how many of my theories have 
been proven wrong in the light of further discov- 
eries. But I don’t reckon it’s B.M. Co. I think it’s 
probably post-war and I think B.M. Co. perma- 
nently ceased manufacturing as the war started. I 
don’t recall any post-war B.M. Co. stuff. If it’s 


B.M. Co., it’s made of good old English oak. 
Mine actually had a small pale blue paper label 
which I can’t find at the moment. I think it had an 
initial followed by the name “Parker’’. Horse 
Shoes does resemble a Parkers machine in some 
way. Parkers didn’t make a huge number of 
machines and half of those were in use in their 
own arcades. Over the years they turned out sev- 
eral quite different styled allwins, some of which 
had a similar Odeon style to the Horse Shoe (in 
veneered softwood). They rarely put their moniker 


on them. So, I’d put my money on it being a 
Parkers - maybe. On the other hand it might be by 
some unrecorded maker”. 

Thank you, David. As you can see, Class, other 
than the manufacturer, the date of manufacturer, 
and the prototype status of the machine, I think 
we can agree that I nailed the Lucky Horse Shoe! 


Post Script: Are you feeling lucky? Want to 
talk about British games? Drop me a line at 
jp4 @charter.net or call (952) 891-2312. 


The ‘‘New” Griswold Wheel of Fortune 


by Ken Durham 


Yes “new”, but I’m talking about “new” in 
1933. When the Groetchen Tool Company intro- 
duced the Gold Rush and Solitaire trade stimula- 
tors in 1933, they were copies of the 1890’s 
Griswold Wheel of Fortune. 

Apparently, the story is that the President of the 
Groetchen Tool Company, Richard Groetchen, 
found the Griswold Wheel of Fortune still operat- 
ing in a small drug store in Minnesota. 

According to the proprietor, who kept a detailed 
log of the machine’s receipts, the Wheel of Fortune 
had generated $65,000. At a nickel a play, that 
meant the Wheel of Fortune was played 33 times 
every day for the 27 year period it was in operation. 

When Richard Groetchen heard this story, he 
quickly decided to design a modern version of the 
Wheel of Fortune. The result was the “Gold Rush” 
and the “Solitaire” trade stimulators. 

The Solitaire was made with a single dial with 
numbers on it, just like the original Wheel of 
Fortune. The Gold Rush was made with fruit sym- 
bols to replicate the popular Little Duke slot 
machine. 

A third version was made for “closed” territo- 
ries, where gambling was illegal. It had a “calen- 
dar” motif. The top dial showed the day of the 
week (Mon., Tue., etc.), the lower dial showed the 


30 days of the month. If you got the right combi- 
nation for today’s date, you were a winner. 

Richard Groetchen was convinced he had a win- 
ner. But times had changed and the Solitaire and 
Gold Rush weren’t as popular as the Griswold 
Wheel of Fortune. As a result, today you find many 
more 1890’s Wheel of Fortunes than you can find 
1930’s Solitaire or Gold Rush trade stimulators. 

If you want more information on this story, you 
may want to consult the Fall 1977 (Premier) issue 
of Loose Change or the original articles which 
appeared in the September 1933 issues of 
Automatic Age and The Billboard. 


LOUISVILLE EXTRAVAGANZA 


by John Carini 


We are always looking for new places to travel. 
There was a Louisville Flea Market extravaganza 
scheduled for Labor Day weekend. It looked like a 
large, indoor flea market, so we thought we would 
give it a try. Besides, we knew we would have to 
travel through Indianapolis, which is a favorite stop 
for us. 

It was raining hard the Friday we headed out. We 
had scheduled our start so we would arrive in 
Indianapolis at 10:00 am when the antique shops 
were opening. We decided to visit 2 of the large 
shops on the south side of Indy. It was nice to get out 
of the car and walk around, but both shops still 
seemed to have the same merchandise we saw a year 
ago. A few common vending machines, all priced at 
book or higher. 

We stopped at a number of other shops on our 
way to Louisville. Again, we only found a few com- 
mon vending machines. Not having any luck, we 
decided to just head on to the Louisville extrava- 
ganza at the fairgrounds. This was an indoor flea 
market. From the flyer, I really thought it would be 
much larger. There were two sides to this show. One 
side with antiques and collectibles, the other with 
new overstock. There were several hundred booths 
on the antique side, which is where we headed. 

We found quite a bit of beer 
and soda advertising. At one 
a booth, we found this 1960s _ all 


7 & Sea St | chased for $50. The arm was bro- 


q 


ee — ken, but it was 
N an easy fix (see 
photo). I also 
purchased a 1940s Shermack 
stamp vendor for $35 (see photo). 
We also found lots of old toys, 
trains and glassware. Overall, 
prices were a little high for a flea | 
market. We headed to our hotel. 

As usual, Sandy had the next day all scheduled 
and the Louisville antique shops mapped out. The 


first shop we went to was the South Louisville 
Antiques & Toy Mall. We loved this shop. First, we 
found a 1940s Jukebox and console slot machine 
(see photo). We also found a 1930s old original 
Cherry Wood pinball machine marked $800 firm 
(see photo). We found more beer and alcohol adver- 
tising, and comparing to Milwaukee, prices for 
these advertising displays were pretty fair. This shop 
was also loaded with great old toys - games, die cast 
cars, and other neat stuff. We then visited many 
local antique shops, indoor flea markets, and a cou- 
ple of huge malls. At one large mall, we found (3) 5- 
compartment variety shops, in pretty rough shape. 
They were priced at $150 for the 3. Because they 
were so rough, and we knew we could only salvage 
one good one out of all of them, we bid $75. They 
didn’t take it. 

We took a short drive past Churchill Downs. The 
horses weren’t running, so we didn’t stop. While in 
the downtown area, we decided to stop at the 
Louisville Bat Factory. It was packed. We didn’t 
have time to take the tour, but got a peek into the 
manufacturing area and purchased a few things at 
the gift shop. We then visited a large antique shop 
called Joe Ley. Sandy didn’t want to go because 
they were listed as an architectural salvage yard. But 
we went anyway, and were we glad. Three floors of 
some of the nicest antiques you will ever see, 
including many old advertising, toys, coin-op, and 
country store items. In the back area, on the first 
floor, we came across a room which was gated off 
with chicken wire. It was a scene from a 1920s 
country store. Beautiful, rare advertising pieces and 


coin-op, including old scales, a 
Columbus A, Zeno, Baker Boy, and 
several trade stimulators (see photo). 
#4 A clerk told us the area was gated off 
because these quality old pieces were 
being stolen. I really wanted to get 
“ back there, but I was told the items in 
that area weren’t for sale. 

Just outside the chicken wire was an old card 
vendor a (see photo) priced at $1250. They 
, se went down to $900, but that was a lit- 
{tle high for me. I liked the machine, 
-@ 4§ but the bottom base didn’t look origi- 
mm nal like the rest of the machine. Next 
to that was a Hi-Score dice machine. I 
picked that up for $250. It came com- 
plete with wall bracket and chain me - 

(see photo). The basement was 
another level of goodies. On the 
counter was a Mercury Trade 
Stimulator for $350, and an Imp Eee 
with unusual number a I pur- 
chased the Imp for $225 (see photo). I 
also saw a neat slot machine lamp for 
$175. The front casing and handle 

—_______] were real, but the rest was hand made 
aid hee were no guts. 

Back on the main level, we found an old fortune 
teller machine and love meter (see photo). Nice 
original machines. The only thing we didn’t like 
about this shop was all the 
prices were in code. When you Sim 
walked in, the receptionist gave S==amm 
us a decoder so we could figure nt | 
out the price. It was sort of (ee 


4 
2 


discount (not very much) and x 
you had to stop and calculate to Fas, 
figure the price for each item. 
And if you are like us, we always ask for an addi- 
tional discount, to find out the lowest price they will 
take. If you’re ever in the area, make this shop a 
must stop! 


On Sunday we headed back home. We got an 
early start, so we decided to spend the afternoon in 
Indy. This time, we visited the shops downtown. We 
found a lot of the same stuff from the previous trip, 
but one shop owner told us about a couple of new 
shops that had just opened outside of the downtown 
area. The first had mostly retro furniture. The sec- 
ond was an old factory building converted to an 
antique mall. There was a lot of furniture and craft 
type products, but I always make sure I check out 
the shop, you never can tell. Nick and Sandy head- 
ed off, and I stopped by the front counter to ask if 
they had any coin-op. The dealer said yes, try 
upstairs. We have an old Master gumball machine 
and a nice slot machine. By the time I reached the 
spot, my son already had the machine 
in his hands. It was a | cent/5 cent | 4 
Gooseneck Master, red and white |° 
porcelain. Excellent condition, priced }™| io 
$325. I purchased it for $300 (see A q 
photo). In the booth next to that, there 
was an Indian Sun Chief nickel slot 
machine with a side gum dispenser for 
$1295. 

It was time to head back to Milwaukee. And that 
was a good thing since I had exceeded my budget. 
We really enjoyed our vacation and would like to 
return to Louisville again sometime. Next time I 
will purchase more beer advertising, since it was so 
reasonably priced compared to Milwaukee. 


C.0.C.A. WEB SITE 


Just a reminder to all.....chat 
C.O.C.A. has its own web-site. It 
is maintained by member Al Fox 

and has news regarding shows, 
auction results, 

and classified ads, as well as a 

question and answer section. 


the address is: 
www.coinopclub.org 


—_ TALES OF THE HUNT — 


Hosted by Jack Freund 


I have two short stories for this issue of COCA TIMES. These are the last articles that I have for “Tales 
Of The Hunt.” If you, as a member, don’t contribute to the magazine, there will be no magazine. We have 
no paid writers, everything that appears in print is submitted by the membership. Don’t you think that the 
COCA members would enjoy reading of your great “find”? It’s your turn!!! 


The first tale comes from Chad Boekelheide of South Dakota. He wants you to.... 


CHECK YOUR ATTIC 


It is 1923 and companies that manufacture coin 
operated machines are busy producing machines to 
be placed on location. One particular vending 
machine company, Hance Mfg. Co., is filling an 
order for C.W. Johnson. A few days later the cast 
iron Hance peanut machines arrive at Mr. 
Johnson’s door in Michigan. He opens up a few of 
the boxes to assemble the machines. Soon they 
have found a location on his route and begin to 
grab pennies. Some of the machines remain in 
their original shipping boxes and are left untouched 
in the garage. 

Fast forward 80 years to the summer of 2003. 
The current owner of Mr. Johnson’s property 
decides to look in the attic. Much to his surprise, 
he notices several old boxes in the attic. He 
retrieves the boxes and opens one of them. Inside 


he finds an old peanut machine that has never seen 
daylight nor been assembled since it left the facto- 
ry decades ago. The property owner begins calling 
local antique dealers. One dealer buys four 
machines and another dealer buys the other five 
machines. I hear about the incredible find and suc- 
cessfully negotiate a price for the entire group. 

Two days later I’m on my way to pick up my 
new treasure. I felt like a kid at Christmas while 
opening and unpacking the machines from their 
original shipping boxes. They were packed in 
1923 newspaper from the Grand Rapids Press. It 
was an experience I will never forget, especially 
since I’m an avid collector of early vendors such as 
Hance. Keep looking and talking to people, big 
finds of rare machines are still out there. 


TALES OF THE HUNT - continued 


Our second tale is submitted by Jack Laquidara of Maine. 
He advises us to ... 


PAY ATTENTION 
TO YOUR BACKSIDE 


I am a new member of COCA and have a story you might want to share 
with other members. Every Sunday from mid-April until November, there is 
an antique flea market in Rowley, MA. I usually arrive between 5:30 and 6:00 
am and by the time I get there, quite a bit of wheeling and dealing has already 
taken place. I was recently at the flea market waiting at a table for a price on 
a Mills stick gum machine when I overheard a conversation behind me. All I heard was the words “bas- 
ketball” and “gumball’”, so I wandered over and saw a Coast Basketball Machine. There were four other 
people looking at it and I heard the price was $125.00. I walked over and offered the owner $100.00. He 
came back with $115.00 and I paid him. The machine is in good shape and complete with the wrong locks. 
I guess the moral of the story is you need to keep your ears as well as your eyes open when you are on the 
hunt. I have attached a picture of the machine. 

{am hoping to be in Chicago in November to meet members of the club. 


VENDING GLOBES AND PARTS 


New Globes 

Acorn 6, 8,9,11 pound $30 

Advance Small Football $40 4 4 
Advance Large Football $40 Chicagoland Globe Sp ecial 
Bluebird Large $55 Free Shipping to the November Show 
Climax 10 $75 

Columbus #8 with Star $45 0 

Columbus #8 No Star $60 10 0 Off Any Order 
Columbus #9 with Star $50 0 J 
Columbus #9 No Star $55 20% Off 12 or More! 
Double Nugget $45 ea 2/$85 3 ees 

Grandbois cylinder $35 Orders MUST be Paid in Advance 
Hamilton $65 

Lucky Boy/Bloyd $40 Payment must be received by 

NW 33 Frosted $45 Friday, November 5th - NO COD’s. 
Regal cylinder $35 

Regal pear $40 

Silver King $40 | Contact: 

Simpson Large $50 Dan Davids at djdavids@earthlink.net 310/349-2082 
Victor cylinder $35 Or Phil Cunningham at 818/845-4964 
Victor square $35 


MOST UNUSUAL JUKEBOXES 


by Mr. Juke 


lf you want a really unusual jukebox, don’t look for a Wurlitzer, Rockola, AMI, or 
Seeburg. Everyone collects them. If you want something different, then you have to look 
at the less well known brands and some of the European made jukeboxes. 


Here’s a list: 


1. How about a jukebox that is shaped like a Baby Grand Piano - then you'll want the 
1962 Chantal Model Cocktail made in Italy. 


2. How about a combination radio and jukebox...not unique enough...how about the 
largest jukebox ever made. It’s the 1948-56 Goliath Discophone made in Belgium. 
It's rare, only 600 of these were made. 


3. Aradio not unique enough, then how about a television and jukebox combination. 
That was the 1948 Aireon Coronet 400. It came with a 10" RCA coin operated 
television. It was a novelty that didn’t take. Many people call this jukebox the 
“Canned Ham” because it looks like one. 


4. If you want to place your jukebox in the middle of your room then you want the 
only jukebox finished on all four sides. It is the 1941 Rockola 1414, the President. 
It's unique looking because it has a big bowl-shaped speaker on its top. 


5. The jukebox that gets the most laughs is the 1959 Tonmaster Bimbo Box made in 
Germany. It’s shaped like a normal 1950's jukebox, but inside the glass cover is a 
band of animated monkeys that appear to play the song you selected. 


6. On amore sophisticated note, is the 1939-42 AMI Singing Tower that looks like a 
New York skyscraper and the lights change color as the music is played. 


7. The 1940-42 Mills Panoram has to be on anyone's list. Not only does it look like a 
fine piece of furniture, but plays a three minute 16mm sound movie. You get 
music, dancing and drama and sex. The best of all worlds. 


8. The Wurlitzer 1015 with its bubble tubes should be on the list, but they are every- 
where...so it can't be considered unique. 


9. Not quite a jukebox, but I'll add to the list is the Chicago Coin Band Box. When the 
coin is inserted in the jukebox, the curtain on the Band Box opens up to reveal a 
band of animated players performing on a lit up stage. 


10. Well...what’s your entry for most unique jukebox? 
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n Friday July 23rd 2004, C.0.C.A held its 

()is annual Regional Convention in 

Cleveland, Ohio, the event lasted 3 days. 

The idea of a “Regional Convention” was ini- 
tially broached over 2 years ago to me by both Ken 
Durham and Bill Howard. Honestly, I wasn’t sure 
it would work. With all the logistics, planning and 
financing involved, and the 
overriding question of “how 
many would even “show 
up’, I admit I was skeptical. 

Was I ever wrong. With 
Bill Petrochuk at the helm 
as the Cleveland coordina- 
tor, the concept of a Coin 
Operated Regional 
Convention came to pass 
and was a resounding suc- 
cess. Over 85 people 
attended. The event went off without a hitch. 
Registration included hotel arrangements, hospital- 
ity room with refreshments, continental breakfast, 
room-to-room selling, banquet, entertainment, auc- 
tion like event, and visits to some of the premier 
coin-op collections in the country. 

The best part was getting to meet and socialize 
with so many old friends (and new ones). 
Everyone was there for one thing — to enjoy buy- 
ing, selling, talking and learning about coin-op. 
There were hundreds of machines for sale and 
many of the dealers actually did as well (if not bet- 
ter) when compared to sales at Chicagoland. 

The auction was extremely well done with some 
rare machines and many great bargains to be had. 
Fifty-three items were placed in the auction. Only 
8 were bought back by the seller. I personally 
bought a Spitfire machine and saved hundreds of 
dollars over the true value. Many of the “prices 
realized” can be found later in the article. Bill 
Howard was our “guest” auctioneer and provided 
us all with some fun moments during the auction. 

The visits to the personal collections were awe- 
some. One cannot adequately describe in words 
these museum quality collections. Each visit was 
narrated by the owner informing us of the history, 
uniqueness, and background of the machines. 


1o9.C.A. 


ROCKS 


CLEVELAND 


by Alex Warschaw 


All Convention participants received a_ "col- 
lectible" COCA pin as a memento. The pin is in 
the shape of the State of Ohio, with a star indicat- 
ing the location of Cleveland. The words 
"C.0.C.A. Cleveland 2004" are embossed in gold. 
Hopefully we'll have a pin for each annual conven- 
tion and I wouldn't be surprised if we see COCA 
members sporting multiple COCA pins. 

I cannot thank Bill 
Petrochuk, Bill Howard, 
Mike Gorski, Bob Lintz and 
Tom Gustwilller enough for 
opening their doors and 
hearts to all of us. They not 
only shared their experience 
and machines with us, but 
they also fed us. Each 
home had prepared an elab- 
orate buffet and I assure you 
no one went hungry that weekend. 

On behalf of the C.OC.A. membership, I would 
like to personally thank the Cleveland 
Coordinating Committee Bill Petrochuk- 
Chairman, Bill Lippay, Al Fox, Bill Howard, Paul 
and Betty Perelman) for all the work they did. 

I would also like to thank the Convention 
Planning Committee (Ken Durham, Bill Howard 
and Paul Hindin) for selecting the location and pro- 
viding overall guidance to the Cleveland 
Committee. 

The good news is that we have already selected 
a site and date for the 2005 Convention. 

The next C.O.C.A annual convention is tenta- 
tively scheduled for California on the 22nd, 23rd, 
and 24th of July 2005. The event is being coordi- 
nated by Dan Davids. I have no doubt that Dan 
will take all the lessons learned from Cleveland 
and make the next convention as great, if not bet- 
ter. 

They say a picture is worth a thousand words; in 
this case it is worth a lot more. I have included 
many photos of the event and the collections. 

For those of you who attended, I hope the event 
was enjoyable and fruitful, thank you for support- 
ing this event. For those of you who did not attend, 
the next few pages will show you what you missed, 


and hopefully inspire you to attend the next con- 
vention. I know I am planning on attending and 
bringing many machines to sell. 

One of the secondary benefits of the Convention 
is that it provides the impetus for many C.O.C.A 
members in Ohio to seriously consider forming an 
Ohio C.O.C.A Chapter. They would meet period- 
ically and may sponsor an afternoon collection 
visit. Bill Petrochuk is helping to coordinate the 
effort. 

It appears that the Convention and the ensuing 
activities are providing another reason why it is 
important for all coin op collectors to be a member 
of C.O.C.A. 
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Since it takes a year to properly plan a 
Convention, the C.O.C.A Convention Planning 
Committee is already starting to identify possible 
sites for the 2006 Convention. 

If you and other COCA members in your state 
would like to sponsor a C.O.C.A Convention, 
please let us know. All proposals will be reviewed 
by the Convention Planning Committee. They will 
assist you in developing your plans and insuring 
that all the ingredients for a successful convention 
are there. 

Hope to see you all at the next Chicagoland 
Show and if not there, at the next COCA Annual 
Convention. 
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Call Toll Free (800) 624-8746 (ext. 17) 
or e-mail: rwolfin@textol.com 


RICH WOLFIN 


I am always looking for these as well as 1937 Rock-Ola World Series 
all sports, horseracing themed arcade saunas 
machines, dice machines, and all 
unusual animated machines. 


I am a serious seller, trader, and 
buyer of quality machines. 

I will always make a fair offer 

and pay a reasonable price. 


QT Slots Animated Slots Basketball Machines 


Golf Ball Slots 


Animated Trade Stimulators 
Vending Machines 


Evans Bat-A-Score 


Upright Slot Machines Animated Advertising & Clocks Horseracing Machines 


| TOP PRICES - GENEROUS FINDER FEES PAID! 
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I Love 1940's - 1970'S 
Arcade Floor Models & 
ertising Display Automatons 
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Sandy Lechtick, L.A. Collector (and Historian) 
(818) 712-9700, Www.coinop4trade.com 


I'd do a Back Flip for a Gorski Puss 'N Boots! 


Also Wanted to Buy or Trade: 1920 - 1970's 


Egyptian Mummy Strength & Boxing 
Palm Reader English Machines 
Gunslinger “Draw Partner’ Iron Horse Mutoscope 
Noise O’ Graph QT & Character Slots 
Mystic Pen Light-up Jennings 
Strike up the Band (Box) Card & Dice Machines 


Some Collectors Look Only for Super Rare Stuff..... 
I Look for Interesting, Different & Unusual - From Any Year! 


IRA WARREN «¢ COIN-OPS inc. 


DEALER - COLLECTOR - TRADER 
Email: coinop99@aol.com « Phone: (888) 340-0228 (leave message) 
CALL OR E-MAIL WITH QUESTIONS 


—— WANTED TO BUY —_— 


Wace MoOuNTED PORCELAIN-FACE VENDERS 
| Will Buy or Trade - Please Call! 
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Little Red Riding 
Hood & Wolf 
German Floor 
Model Zinc & Iron 
Chocolate Vender 
Circa 1900 
Danka Olaf 


English Gripper 
The Best Cast-Iron 
1896 
Thanks Mark 


Ornate Cast-Iron 
2-Column German 
Chocolate Vender 

Circa 1901 
Danka Carnoli 


Maley Investor 
Early Pocket Style 
Pay-Out - 1894 
Thank You Peter 


Canadian Bull Head 
Perfume Vender 


Circa 1901 
| Love It, Joe ‘LA SIRENE’ 
Cast-Iron 
French Token Pay-Out 
Circa 1912 
Merci Paul 


THIS IS WHAT | BUY...CALL ME 


German 
Egg-Laying Hen 
Electrified Model 
Circa 1920's 
Danka Hans 


English Porcelain 
Face Razor Blade 
Vender - 1920's 
Thanks Alex 


‘LE DERBY’ 
French Token Pay-Out 
Horse Race 
Circa 1906 
Merci Robbi 


chicagosiots.com Hiwacas 
Quality Oak Slot Machine Stands 
Lowest Prices ANYWHERE! 
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ANTIQUE STAND 
18”x18”x34” SWIVEL TOP STAN 
_ _—— 18”x18”x34” 


DELUXE 
RAISED 
PANEL 
17.5°X17.5"X33.5” 
WIDEBODY STAND 
22”x17.5"x27.5” 
NATIONWIDE 
MUSEMENT / 


LOT MACHINE 


BROKERS INC. (847) 438-5900 


Fax: (847) 438-5959 
Email: slots4you@aol.com 


Alan D. Sax 
3239 RFD 
Long Grove, IL 60047 


I’m Always Looking To Buy coin-Operated Machines That Cross My Path: 


Cast Iron Mutoscopes Dice Machines, Uprights, Cognac Venders and 
and Vending Machines Roulettes and More Other Oddities 
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1889 Photo Booth (Chicago) 1896 Strength Tester (New York) 1893 Planetarium (Chicago) 


Thinking about selling ONE PIECE or an ENTIRE COLLECTION? 
ALLL DEALINGS KEPT CONFIDENTIAL. 


Floor model machines from the 1890s through the 1940s 
are particularly interesting. Wanted: American and 
Kuropean Games, Slots, Mutoscopes, and Working Models 


GREG McLEMORE 


(626) 794-5000 x110 


coca@mclemore.com 


Do you collect similar coin-ops? Look for me at the 
Chicagoland show or call me and let’s trade stories. 


Offers may expire or change without notice. Call me. 
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Grape-Nuts 


Sold 83,450 
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Call for more information: 
319 yin 6688 
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the late Crockett Blacklock 
Over 2,000 lots: 
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) Call for more mformation 
sor to get a free full color flyer: 
319-291-6688 


r visit www w.momandpopstores com 


for current auction informatibi ae 


For INFORMATION Leading To 
The Purchase of Either of 
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$1000 to °4000 REWARD for information leading to the purchase of these 
or ANY other machines. | will buy ONE PIECE or ENTIRE collections. 
“Call me if you're looking for something. | might be able to help.” 
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ALL DEALINGS KEPT CONFIDENTIAL and even if not 
interested in selling, give me a call. I like to talk 
about coin-ops and to meet other collectors. 


Cell (616) 450-0967 - Work (800) 613-6865 Ext.0 
Home (616) 956-7515- Email JGrimwade@aol.com 


Prescott, Arizona 


Rare Slot Machine Prices 
are Skyrocketing! 


Maximize the Value 
of Your [nvestment 


For over thirty years, | have been a full time restorer, specializing in museum quality 
restorations of all the finest machines: Bally Reliance, Buckley Bones, Superior Races, Mills 
Dice, Mills Futurity, Caille Center Pull, to name a few. I also specialize in Turn of the Century 
Floor machines (uprights) and Cast Iron Counter Tops. All restorations consist of a complete 
and total tear-down of every part, bead blasting and polishing, rustproofing and reassembly 
with a thorough bench testing. 

All work guaranteed. The interior as well as the outside will look like the day it left the 
factory. You won't be disappointed. Call or email for a quote. 


Jeff Frahm (928) 717-8886 twobit@cableone.net 


WHAT AM I? 


Cast Brass Gaming Wheel 


Very large piece featuring bells and whimsical acrobats in costume. 
This piece of gaming memorabilia, now stabilized, 
makes an impressive, decorative accessory for house or garden. 


a . Cr \\ Ne 19th Century 
iL —_ fA) densest f Width 36'', Height 40"' 


If you have any 
information, contact 
Richard McKinley at 

503-202-9235 
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SOMETHING DIFFERENT AT THE NOVEMBER SHOW 


Jack Freund will be selling at auction some vending machines and trade stimulators that are from his collection or are extras 
to it. Jack says: “ I have been a dealer at Chicagoland since it began almost 25 years ago. Many of us have grown up in the hobby 
together. I have moved to a smaller home and don’t have as much room to display as my old house had. It is time to begin down- 
sizing. I have been agonizing over how to do this for over a year and finally came up with an idea that sounds like it could be 
fun for both you and me. I am going to auction these machines at the November 12, 13, 14th Chicagoland show. Not on e-bay, 
because I can’t see who the winners are. I would rather have a COCA member or someone in attendance at the show be the new 
owner. Sort of a plus for belonging to COCA or attending the show.” 

Here is how it will work: The machines pictured here in this ad will be sold to the highest bidder at 2:00 p.m. Saturday after- 
noon. Those in attendance will be able to inspect the machines and bid on one or all. There will be a minimum acceptable bid 
for each machine. Your bid will be kept confidential and kept in a sealed container until 2 P.M. Saturday. At that time the bids 
will be opened and the highest bidder for each machine will be announced. Whoever has the highest bid will be the winner in 
the amount of the bid. The second place bid will not be revealed. If you cannot attend the show but would like to bid, fill out 
the absentee bid form below (or a facsimile) and send it to the address on the form. Additional photos and information are avail- 
able by e-mail. Contact Jack at jbgum@msn.com 


Number Number 
l 3 
Number Number 
5 7 


ABSENTEE BID FORM 
NAME 
ADDRESS 
CAry 
PHONE 


ITEM NO. DESCRIPTION MINIMUM BID AMOUNT OF BID 


No 1. Northwestern 33 Peanut — Nice porcelain, stippled globe, original decal. $325 
No 2. Bluebird 1-2-3 Gumball — Beautiful original with faded Milwaukee decal $450 
No 3. Drobisch Victor —Nice original. Red printing faded but legible $1350 
No 4 Pulver Tin Litho Kola Pepsin - Foxy Grandpa, Completely restored $5900 
No5 Pulver HI HI — Probably the last Pulver. Great original condition $800 
No 6 Morris Peanut Machine — All original, precedes the Chicago machine $6500 
No7 Blackhawk Aspirin vendor — All original , decals show flaking $400 
No 8  Pee-Wee 36 Lucky Play — New paper, very nice machine $1200 


Mail bids to: Jack Freund, PO Box 4, Springfield WI 53176 Bids must be received by November 9, 2004 to be valid. 
Winning absentee bidders will be charged a packing and shipping fee. Winning absentee bidders will be notified by November 16th. 
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AN INTERVIEW WITH JACK FREUND 


by Bernie Nagel 
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After attending the Spring 2003 Chicagoland 
Show, my wife Annette and I drove up to Wisconsin 
and visited the collection of Jack Freund. While 
visiting, | did an impromptu interview with Jack. 
These are some of the questions and answers, as I 
remember them. 


Bernie: You are a dealer at the Chicagoland Coin- 
op Show, how long have you been setting up there? 
Jack: I have been setting up since the very first 
show at Dupage County Fairgrounds. It’s been 24 
years. 


Bernie: What is your background? 

Jack: | am retired now, but I was born into the 
retail gasoline business, which evolved into con- 
venience stores in the 1970’s. 


Bernie: How did you find some of your machines? 
Jack: I used to advertise in a lot of antique papers. 
I don’t do that anymore but a lot of people kept 
those ads and they call me when they want to sell. 
I also went to all the flea markets in the Midwest as 
well as auctions all over the country. 


Bernie: Do you specialize in certain coin-op areas? 
Jack: Yes, | have mostly vending machines and 


Zt 


early turn of the century cigar store trade stimula- 
tors. I think most coin-op collectors concentrate on 
one or two areas of the hobby. Only a few collect 
all levels of coin-op. 


Bernie: Do you like collecting vending machines 
the most? 

Jack:: Vending is a lot lighter on my old back and 
a lot easier to work on for a guy that doesn’t have 
a mechanical background. I also like vending 
because of its diversity. While the machines basi- 
cally vend gum and peanuts, how they look and 
work make them a very interesting collectible. 


Bernie: Do you keep a lot? 

Jack: | keep what I really like but like a lot of col- 
lectors I have space for only so many. I am in the 
process of moving to a smaller home and will be 
selling a few machines out of my collection. I hate 
to do it but I have no choice and some will get a 
new home. 


Bernie: Do you have a favorite machine? 

Jack: | like all the breath pellet machines but other 
than those I could not single out any others because 
my second choice is always changing. 


Bernie: What would you say about reproductions: 
Jack: Repro parts are ok as long as they are not 
ALL new parts. Those that reproduce entire 
machines and represent them as old are trying to 
steal from the unsuspecting, which in essence 
makes them a crook, in my opinion. Unfortunately, 
good reproductions may be hard to distinguish 
from genuine machines 10 or 20 years from now. If 
any collector is aware of a reproduction he or she 
should report it to COCA so that all members can 
be informed thru the magazine. The COCA maga- 
zine 1s a huge plus for your membership in COCA 
as it affords many opportunities to learn more 
about our hobby. Knowledge about reproductions 
can save us lots of money. 

Bernie: Are you an active buyer and seller on E- 
bay? 


Antique Slots 


QUALITY RESTORATIONS 
BUY - SELL 
SLOT MACHINES 
OLD COIN-OP 

JOHN & KENNA JOSEFFY 

1420 SO. IVY WAY 

DENVER, CO 80224 
johnjoseffy@webtv.net 303-756-5369 


SLOT MACHINES TRADE STIMULATORS 


JUKE BOXES 
Coin-Operations 


Paul Hindin 
3712 W. Scenic Ave. 
Mequon, WI 53092 
262-242-3131 
E-mail: Bedvibr8or @ aol.com 
We buy, sell, and trade. 
GUM & PEANUT MACHINES ARCADE MACHINES 


JOHN GIUSTI 
y 128-05 107th AVENUE 
fm” RICHMOND HILL, N.Y. 11419 
(718) 738-1685 


; COIN MACHINE LOCKS 
SUPPLIED - KEYED - RESTORED 


ALL TYPES OF ANTIQUE LOCKS KEYED 


Jack: Yes, I do both but I would rather sell at the 
Chicagoland Coin-op Show. I like the people con- 
tact. [have made a lot of good friends over the 
years at Chicagoland. E-bay is just numbers and 
snipes. 


Bernie: What would you say about vending 
machine values compared to the other coin-ops? 
Jack: On average vending machine prices are very 
strong compared to other machines right now. 
Arcade machine values are up significantly also. 


Bernie: Last question, Any other comments? 
Jack: It’s getting harder to find things but I still 
think there are machines forgotten in basements 
and warehouses all over the country, just waiting to 
be found. The HUNT is what makes the hobby so 
much fun. As we hunt, always remember to “Pray 
for More Stuff!!” 


SLOT SIXTH EDITION! 


MACHINES SOT MACHINES 


America’s 
Favorite 

“Americas Favorite 
Gaming Device” 


Gaming 
$35 plus $7.00 P&H 


Device 


Marshall Fey PS Na 


Over 32,000 copies sold, 
plus two foreign editions. 


Service Manuals only $19.95 
Bally Electro-Mechanicals 

Tenney eT Bally Series E ase Aree 

Cae] IGT S-Slot & S-Plus en] 
Dealer Discounts Available 

Marshall Fey (775) 826-2607 
email: LibBelBks@aol.com 
2925 W. Moana Lane, Reno, NV 89509 


For More Books and 
a Tour of the Liberty 
Belle Collection - Visit 
LibertyBelleReno.com 


How They Made Slot Machines Legal? 


by Johnny Duckworth 


Back at the turn of the last century a big problem for the manufacturers of slot machines was how to 
make them legal to operate in “questionable” locations. After much thought and considerable time and 
expense they came up with many innovative methods to circumvent the written laws of that day and place 
their mechanical works of art in just about every possible location imaginable. In the late 1890’s several of 
the biggest slot machine manufacturers hit upon the bright idea of incorporating the use of fine Swiss music 
boxes in the ornate cabinetry of their best selling gambling machines. The theory was that if you received 
a service for each coin played into their machine you were not gambling you were receiving a “value” for 
each coin spent. If you happened to be so fortunate as to win and receive money back from the machine on 
a rare occasion, well you were sharing in the profits of the operator who so generously placed that machine 
on location. Thus was born the legal concept of “The profit sharing machine.” Throughout much of the 
country this “legal” concept held up for over three decades and slot machines were tolerated in some of the 
most conservative communities. All types of products and services were tried out by the manufacturers, but 
truly the most fascinating to this day is the Victorian style of what has become to be known as “The MUSI- 
CAL UPRIGHT.” These highly ornate predecessors to the three reel slot machine could be found anywhere 
from the seediest of sawdust gambling halls to the most elegant hotels and bar rooms of their day. 
Wonderful stories abound of the days when the gold miners and cowboys came into town to whoop it up 
and blow off some steam in their favorite watering hole. What was waiting for them sitting right next to 
the bar along with the saloon gals with a wink in their eye? The most intriguing mechanical marvel to ever 
be seen or heard. For a nickel the thirsty player could take a chance at winning more money that he could 
earn in a week and also be assured of hearing the sweetest music that his ears had ever known. It’s been 
told more than once that the lovely ladies employed by the gambling establishment would be more than 
happy to dance up on the tables and display their wares in a provocative manner as long as the sweet music 
played from the talented floor machines. Eager fingers kept the supply of nickels pumped into the ornate 
coin heads of the musical uprights until the ladies were totally exhausted or the establishment had to close 
for the night. 


Mills Music Chicago (oak) Mills Music C...(Mahg.) 
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Mills Musical Judge 
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The number of songs that these machines played varied from manufacturer to manufacturer and some- 
time from model to model. Some had as few as six songs while others played as many as twenty, but on an 
average, most musical attachments played eight songs. These cylinder music boxes were the finest that 
money could buy with the latest and most popular tunes of the day. You must remember that in most loca- 
tions, there was little or no electricity back then and everything that moved or made a noise was mechan- 
ical. To hear such beautiful music was a rare event for most people as there were no radios or jukeboxes 
for entertainment so the musical upright was the rage and a very strong “DRAW!” It wasn’t long before 
aftermarket suppliers were offering musical “Kits” to allow the operators with non-musical gambling 
machines to upgrade and convert their silent machines into symphonic wonders. These kits were often 
cheap rip offs though so you don’t see too many of the surviving on uprights today. It is estimated that less 
than ten percent of the machines leaving the factory back then were equipt with the musical feature. One 
drawback with music though was the fact that the music boxes could become a problem for the operators 
after awhile. Many locations were frequented by a rough and tumble kind of crowd. The delicate mecha- 
nisms of these fine instruments could become clogged with dust and dirt and the linkage could get out of 
whack from patrons pounding on the machines after they had lost their weeks wages. Many of the old musi- 
cal cabinet machines frustrated their owners with one too many service calls and eventually had their musi- 
cal innards removed permanently. As a result, many uprights have been found lacking the music box that 
was originally installed at the factory. You can still see the evidence of their past presents by the tell-tale 
paper tags glued to the inside of the cabinet with instructions telling of the proper method to remove the 
mechanism for service and how to reattach the linkage to the music box. Some will even show signs of 
where the on/off switch for the music would have been located at one time. 

It wasn’t long before the smaller three reel slot 
machines gained the favor of the operators and players 
alike. Being smaller and lighter they took up less space 
than the beautiful old floor machines. They too had the 
same problem as the uprights, how to get around the 
anti-gambling laws of the day. Music boxes were a bit 
too expensive and too large to fit inside of their cast 
iron cabinetry but the operators and manufacturers 
were an inventive bunch and came up with numerous 
other schemes to get around the law. Instead of selling 
a song to the players they added an attachment to their ~ 
slot machines that would physically vend a product with Mills 
every play such as gum, candy, mints, etc. Using the same logic as the musical attachments the courts in 
many parts of the country went along with this type of thinking and allowed machines to be operated as 
long as they had the vending attachments. The technicality of being able to purchase a product and possi- 
bly get money back out of the machine, “profit sharing’, worked the same way as it did with the musical 
uprights. Many of these venders held only a small supply of products to be taken by the player and would 
have required an attendant to stand around all day and night to refill them, but the operators came up with 
a solution to that problem also. They put the worst tasting, cheapest products in their venders that they 
could come up with thus discouraging anyone from pulling the knob or lever that vended the gum or candy. 
Players were also wise to the scheme as they were there to play the slot machine as a gambling device and 
not to buy the product in the machine. Another method tried by the manufacturers back in the “Golden Era” 
of slot machine development was to disguise their machines as some sort of amusement device where there 
was some element of skill involved or your fortune would be told with every play. Skill stops could be 


installed on a machine giving the player the illusion of having some control over where the reels stopped 
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in the window. Of course when the courts eventually saw through all these schemes, the operators removed 
many of thee vending or skill attachments and threw them into the trash as they no longer helped them to 
circumvent the law. If they were going to operate at all the machines wound up in the back rooms of a bar 
or fraternal organization like the Moose, Elks, VFW, or American Legion, being operated on the sly. 
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Caille Center - Pull Mills Bonus Horse Head Watling Rolatop Last 

All of these special attachments added on to and used by the slot machine operators of long ago make 
the collectable machines of today even more interesting and add handsomely to their value. If you are for- 
tunate enough to have an upright with music or a three reeler with a side vender or skill buttons you’ ve got 
something special to show off to admiring friends and collectors alike. The machines pictured in the arti- 
cle represent a few of the methods used from musical to vender. 

I want to thank Jeff Frahm with Two-Bit Restorations in Arizona with all his encouragement with this 
article. Jeff has also put his wonderful grade “A” restoration on the machines which have been restored in 
this article. His profession has been restoring these great antique machines for well over 30 years and it 
shows. 

fam currently putting together a book solely on the beautiful upright slot machines. I have currently 
found 293 different models with 32 different manufacturers. If you would have any correct pictures or arti- 
cles of uprights you would be willing to share for the book please let me know. I would be glad to list you 
as a credit in the book. I already have very knowledgeable collectors and dealers willing to share their 
wealth of information. This book is one that needs to be put together before much of the information is lost 
forever. You can reach me at (816) 835-3316 or by email at jtduck@msn.com. 


Email: jogum@msn.com 


Two-Bit Restorations 
Specializing in the total Restoration SLOTS OF FUN 


of the Bally Reliance and Buckley BUY - SELL - TRADE 


; TOP CASH PRICES PAID FOR SLOT MACHINES 
Bones Dice machines of the 1930s TRADE STIMULATORS « GUMBALL AND PEANUT MACHINES 
Jeff Frahm ARCADE GAMES « ANY UNUSUAL COIN OPERATED ITEMS 
PARTS * ANY CONDITION * NAME YOUR PRICE 
Fort Collins. Colorado 


(970) 226 - 2871 JACK FREUND CALL ANYTIME 


; P.O. BOX 4 262-642-3655 
twobitrestorations @ comcast.net Springfield, WI 53176 352-854-9242 


Deadline for Next Issue: Jan. 20th, 2005 
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Mills *‘Standard” Weighing Scale, ca.1910 


by Jim and Merlyn Collings 


The Mills “standard” scale is a 
sturdy and handsome scale which is 
relatively maintenance free. The 
simple spring mechanism needs lit- 
tle adjustment or attention (photo 
1). The scale measures 69" H, 15" 
W and a depth of 25". It weights | | 
around 150 Ibs. It’s a real space | 
saver! 

The scale is accented with an 
unusual decorative style. The mar- 
quee is shaped like a “kidney bean” 
as some collectors suggest. The |- 
words CORRECT WEIGHT / 1 & 
CENT are embossed on the mar- 
quee with a hand and finger point- 
ing to the coin entry on the right 
side. Flowers and design adorn 
the marquee surface. The scale 
bezel has a beaded appearance 
and a “rope-like” design encir- 
cling it (photo 2). The scale’s 
enameled face is royal blue and 
white. A large white four-leaf 
clover with the words: WHICH 
WAY_ARE YOU GROWING / 
| FAT _/ LEAN / GET YOUR 
= EXACT WEIGHT HERE are dis- 
played on it. Also weight gradations are defined by 
the words: BANTAM WEIGHT / FEATHER / 


LIGHT HEAVY / HEAVY 
WEIGHT. the scale face also 
reads: STAND ON PLATFORM |i 
BEFORE DROPPING COIN / 
TO WHICH CLASS DO YOU [i® 
BELONG (photo 3). Apparently 
boxing was a favorite sport dur- 
ing this period. 

The top of the narrow column 
has a flowery design (photo 2). The scale pictured 
in this article (from our own collection) is copper 
flashed. This helps to highlight the decorative por- 
tions of the scale. Originally, the Mills Novelty Co. 
of chicago, ILL., manufactured the “standard” in 


aluminum or silver color. The Mills co-prided 
themselves by stating their “standards” scale was 
inexpensive. Moisture-proof for outdoor use and 
extremely reliable. They even went so far to say 
that “pennies inside the scale would not corrode”. 

The bottom of the narrow column is also ornate- 
ly fluted. Extending out from each side are claw 
feet that ae the scale and provide greater sta- 

te mito bility. The Mills Novelty Co. 
= felt the scale base was almost 
“untipable” even though the 
base is relatively small in size 
(photo 4). 

iis cman is The side portion of the 
“ay S fea fie a: Thuted GESiGT.. scesstiedtisen 
The rear portion of the scale’s head 
(which includes the cash door) is 
designed like a clam shell (photo WW 
5). This reminds us of the muto- ff \\) Uy y 
scope “clam shell” arcade machine. | SH 

AW Part of this unique 
back includes a 
well constructed hinged cash box 
door (photo 6). The actual copper 
cash box, having a trapezoidal 
shape fits nicely inside the scale 
head. The cash box is uniquely 

a grooved to accommodate the con- 
necting rod inside the scale [ie 
column (photo 7). Our Mills 
“standard” foot plate is 
inscribed: 
THE _ SPE- 
CIALTY 
SCALE CO. / DAYTON, OHIO 
(photo 8). They were one of sev- 
eral scale distributors in the early 
1900's. 

We highly recommend the 
Mills Novelty “Standard” scale 
for any coin-op collector. It has so 
suite much going for it! It’s clever 
wording on the face of the scale, unusual marquee, 
decorative styling and wonderful simplicity make 
it a real winner. 


THE ORIGINS OF THE ELECTRIC SHOCKER 


by Ken Durham 


For centuries people were intrigued by the magical 
qualities of electricity. We have all heard of Benjamin 
Franklin’s dramatic demonstration that lighting pro- 
duced electricity when he flew his kite in a thunder- 
storm. 

The medical uses of electricity were popularized as 
early as the middle of the 18th century when Christian 
A. Kratzenstein gave electrical charges to patients to 
increase a person’s pulse and accelerate the circulation 
of blood. 

During the late 1700’s, Franz Anton Mesmer pro- 
moted the magnetic properties of electricity to heal 
groups of people simultaneously. This use of magnet- 
ism became known as Mesmerism. It wasn’t long 
before entrepreneurs developed gadgets that allowed 
people to receive the “benefits” of electricity in their 
own home. 

In the mid-19th century, the Dr. Huber’s Dry Cell 
Pocket Medical Battery advertised that electricity could 
“Cure Disease without Drugs or Medicines.” By the 
turn of the century electric gadg- 
ets were widespread. The Addison 
Galvanic Electric Belt was widely 
promoted as “Nature’s Vitalizer.” 
Also widely promoted was 
Professor J. L. Pulvermacher’s 
devices, which he promoted with 
such slogans as “Nature’s Chief 
Restorer” and “Electricity is 
Life,” 

The dean of the “electrical” 
health promoters, however, was 
Albert Abrams. He was so successful in his promotion 
effort that his theories were almost legitimized when a 
San Francisco judge accepted his theories in 1920. His 
popularity came to an end in 1923 when a year long 
investigation by the Scientific American magazines 
exposed him as a sham. In its expose the magazine said: 

“Thousands of doctors and near-doctors 
have entered the electronic fold....many a 
small manufacturer has found a_ profitable 
field in turning out all manner of pseudo- 
radio devices called electronic diagnosis and 
treatment apparatus. And all of this actually 
comes right down to the so-called electronic 
reactions to Abrams, which according to this 
committee, do not exist. 


a2 


As people became more familiar with electricity, 
and electrical appliances became more common, the 
magical health qualities of electricity disappeared. In 
1938, legislation passed giving the FDA authority to 
take legal action against fraudulent medical devices. 

Throughout the heyday of electrical health cures, 
manufacturers of coin operated machines did not want 
to be left out of this money-making field. Elaborate 
“electricity” machines were 
common in the turn-of-the-cen- @&= 
tury arcade parlour. It is not 
uncommon to see the marque on 
the top of electricity machines 
using popular slogans of the day 
such as: 

¢ Nature's Vitalizer 

¢ Nature’s Chief Restorer 

¢ Electricity is Life 

The marques promoted the 
cures. Below are the statements from two early electric 
machines: 

¢ A Great Tonic Cures Rheumatism, Headaches, 

Cures Nervousness, Neuralgia 

¢ Great Remedy for Rheumatism, Gout, etc. 

Later model electricity machines were more modest 
in their claims: 

¢ Electric cures many ills - or 

Improves the Health 
Increases the Circulation 
Purifies the Blood 

As effective as these slogans were many people did- 
n’t like the “shock” that the machine gave them. The 
batteries on some of the early electric machines were 
very variable and some people got a greater “charge” 
than others. Some people are also more affected by the 
electric current than others. Over the years the electric 
machines started getting a bad reputation. To counter 
this trend, the marque slogans started to include such 
statements as: 

¢No Shock and No Danger 

Coin operated electric machines were popular until 
the 1950’s. In these later years, people didn’t use them 
for their medical benefits but as a competitive game to 
see who could hold on to the knobs the longest as the 
electrical current was increased by the turning of the 
knobs. 


| Brass, Bronze, Aluminum and Zine Castings 


Ss SUPREME CASTING, INC. 


7901 N. 73RD ST. * MILWAUKEE, WI! 53223 


DIANE RAWSK! 
Vice President / Sales 


SLOT MACHINE 

TRADE STIMULATOR 
VENDING, GUMBALL, 
PEANUT MACHINE PARTS 


(414) 355-1490 
FAX (414) 355-2712 
supremecast@core.com 


CROW RIVER TRADING Co. 


YOUR SOURCE FOR A.B.T. 


GAMES, PARTS & LITERATURE 
BOUGHT & SOLD 

GAMES RESTORED 

GUNS REPAIRED 


TEL: (888) 596-4992 
FAX: (952) 931-7948 z 
E-MAIL: INFO@CROWRIVER.COM W@ 
VISIT OUR WEB SITE: WWW.CROWRIVER.COM 

(YOUR GUMBALL & PEANUT MACHINE PARTS SUPERMARKET) 


GUMBALLS GALORE 
BUY - SELL 


¢ ANTIQUE ADVERTISING 

e NEON CLOCKS & SIGNS 

¢ SODA FOUNTAIN COLLECTIBLES 
¢ GUM RELATED ITEMS 

* COUNTRY STORE ITEMS 

¢ CIGAR CUTTERS & LIGHTERS 

* COIN OPERATED MACHINES 

* GUM & PEANUT, SLOTS 


Randy & Sue Razzoog Grand Rapids, MI 4 
716 Fairfield N.W. (616) 453-8044 


Illinois Antique Slot Machine Company 
SLOT MACHINES WANTED 


gsr Also old Wurlitzer Juke Boxes, 
a> Nickelodeons, Music Boxes 
Plus any related devices 


Frank Zygmunt 
630/985-2742 
FAX: 985-5151 
! P.O. Box 542 
Buy & Sell Westmont, IL 60559 Any Condition 
Finders Fee Paid zygm1015@ aol.com Paying Cash 


(630) 832-1862 
(630) fax 832-1873 


U.P.S. Service Available 


COURTESY METAL POLISHING 


ALL METALS POLISHED & BUFFED 


CUSTOM CHROME PLATING 
ON MOTORCYCLE - AUTOMOBILE - MARINE PARTS 
ANTIQUE JUKE BOXES AND SLOT MACHINES 


VICTOR DORADO 735 N. ADDISON ROAD 
Manager VILLA PARK, IL 60181 


e The Gumball King's 
Decals and More 


www.gumballkingsdecals.com 


6101 N. Sheridan Road East 
East Point, Suite 39A 
Chicago, !L 60660 


Barbara Larks Tucker 
(773) 764-8460 


Phone for wholesale prices - (816) 960-4711 


S SILENT SALESMEN TOO 

© iby Bill Enes 

C6 eee The Definitive Guide To 

oc} eee aS Collectible Vending Machines 
Lu B08 320 Pages * Hardcover 

=", ag 1,450 Photographs 

TT) ny 32 Pages of Color Photographs 

Q 1,100 Gum and Peanut Vendors 

ie Vintage Vending Ads 

<x Patent Date Guide - Index - Free Price Guide 
O $44.95 plus $5.00 shipping 
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Nl onentor MARY ZERBY, 4109 Warwick #2, 
eres Kansas City, MO 64111 


Antique Slots 


QUALITY RESTORATIONS 
BUY - SELL 
SLOT MACHINES 
OLD COIN-OP 

JOHN & KENNA JOSEFFY 

1420 SO. IVY WAY 

DENVER, CO 80224 
johnjoseffy@webtv.net 303-756-5369 


NEXT ISSUE - SPRING 2005 
All Classified [tems...FOR SALE Only Received by 


February Ist, 2005, 50 Words or Less will be FREE! 


For more details, contact Paul Hindin at BedVibr8o0r@aol.com or 262-242-3131 


- CLASSIFIED ADS - 


WANTED: HAVE CASH, WILL TRAVEL. COLLECTOR 
LOOKING TO PURCHASE EARLY VENDING, GUM- 
BALL AND PEANUT MACHINES AND UNUSUAL 
COUNTERTOP MACHINES. ALSO LOOKING TO BUY 
BASEBALL, BASKETBALL AND FOOTBALL 
COUNTER MACHINES. TOP CASH PAID. 

Paul Hindin (262) 242-3131 

E-mail: BedVibr8or @ aol.com 


AntiqueSlotMachines.Com is ready to welcome you to 
the wonderful world of serious vintage slot machine col- 
lecting. | am not a parttime dealer. Buy or sell with full 
confidence. Let’s talk! 

Bob Levy, 2802 Centre Street, Pennsauken, 

NJ 08109. (856) 663-2554. 


CIGAR CUTTERS / LIGHTERS and miscellaneous parts 
wanted. Fancy and ornate pieces with advertising 
desired. 

Randy Razzoog, (616) 453-8044 or 

E-Mail at suhara @ ameritech.net 


FOR AMUSEMENT ONLY: Coin operated book available 
for $16.95 plus 4.60 shipping and insurance thru the 
C.0.C.A. club. Only 10 copies available. 

Phone: (262) 242-3131 or E-mail: BedVibr8o0r@ aol.com 


FOR SALE: Reproduction copies of the following items 
are available: 

1) All paper for the WADDELL BICYCLE WHEEL - 
$60.00 per set. 

2) Marquee playfield for PEO & GOTTLIEB countertop 
baseball games - $25.00 each. 

3) E-Z MARQUEES (numbers or baseball) - $8.50 each. 
All prices plus postage. 

Jack Freund, P.O. Box 4, Springfield, WI 53176 or 
E-Mail: jogum @msn.com 


Will pay top dollar for - rare and unusual lighter fluid dis- 
pensers. Will purchase American as well as foreign 
machines. 

Call me at 262-242-3131 or 

e-mail at BedVibr80r@ aol.com or 

Send photos and info to: Paul Hindin, 3712 W. Scenic 
Ave., Mequon, WI 53092. 


WANTED: Master Gum Machine cases in any condition. 
With or without additional parts. 

Call Randy Razzoog at 616-453-8044 or 

E-mail at suhara @ ameritech.net. 
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FOR SALE: Parts for many slot machines, no castings. 
Package of trouble shooting guides, Bally Em, “M”, Slots, 
IGT “s’, Jennings 400 Series, Sigma, Universal, etc. All 
for $28.00 including postage. 

Gord Nichol, 320 Edgehill Rd., Wayne, PA 19087; (610) 
687-2282. 


FREE TOURS: When in Reno be sure and visit the 
Liberty Belle Collection. Best time for guided tours is to 
come on a Monday or Tuesday night. If inconvenient 
e-mail Marshall Fey at LibBelBks @aol.com and maybe | 
can arrange to meet you there at a time more convenient 
to you. To view a small part f our famous collection visit 
our website at LibertyBelleReno.com. 

Marshall Fey 


FOR SALE: Replacement back doors for both the short 
case Pulver and the Yellow Zeno machines. Pulver 
doors, $125.00 and Zeno $100.00. Very limited quantity. 
Free shipping in U.S. 

Paul Hindin - 3712 W. Scenic Ave., 

Mequon, Wisconsin 53092. 

Phone: (262) 242-3131 or E-mail: BedVibr80r @ aol.com 


Collector willing to pay top cash for the following vending 
machines: Climax 10, EE. Jr. Basketball, any Hance 
Machine, Unusual Lighter Fluid Dispensers, Nut House 
or any Unusual Foreign Vendor. 

Paul Hindin - 3712 W. Scenic Ave., Mequon, WI 53092. 
Call (262) 242-3131 or E-mail: Bedvibr80r@ aol.com 


FOR SALE: Beautiful copy of the original Mansfield 
Mirrored Marquee with clip-on attachment. Complete 
your machine and greatly increase the value. Total cost 
with priority shipping and insurance is $199.95. 

Paul Hindin, 3712 West Scenic Avenue Mequon, WI 
53092, Phone: (262) 242-3131 or 

E-mail: BedVibr8or @ aol.com 


FOR SALE: Keeney Pyramid Criss Cross Dual 5 cent & 
25 cent play. A big and beautiful original condition 
model slot machine. See Dick Bueschel book “Coin 
Machines” page 62. $3995. Contact Randy Williams: 
evening (918) 663-0637; daytime (918) 834-5011 or 
E-mail: okslotman @ aol.com 


FOR SALE: Canteen 5 cent candy vending machine; all 
mechanical early vendor; very good all original condi- 
tion on the original stand; also I’m selling many of my 
common trade stimulator and gumball machines; 

Call Jim Scheideman (757) 465-8505 or 

E-Mail: nvmos @ earthlink.net 


WANTED: Porcelain reproduction sign for a Detroit 
Medical Counter Top Shock Machine. Call Paul at 
(262) 242-3131 evenings or (414) 559-9681 days; 
E-mail: Bedvibr8o0r@ aol.com 


WANTED TO BUY: Zempiria arm wrestler schematic 
or manual...please contact Sandy Lechtick, Collector 
of 1940’s - 1970’s machines. (818) 712-9700 or E- 
mail at sandy @coinop4trade.com 


FOR SALE: 5 cent Bakers Pacers horse race slot. 
Nice original machine. Cabinet needs cosmetic detail- 
ing. Mech needs to be redone, $7,500. Also, Wurlitzer 
Victory model 42 with rotary key board. All original, 
can’t be more than a few left in this condition. Original 
finish cabinet and all original glass. Truly a museum 
piece, $8,000. 

Call George Stupar (818) 248-6905 or 

E-mail: stups @ pacebell.net 


WANTED: Copies of manuals for Bally Classics, and 
for a Games of Nevada floor console, Model DD 118 
(1976). 

Call Bob Stone (781) 944-6943 or 

E-mail: bobstone @comcast.net 


FOR SALE: Countertop Machines - Mills Vest Pocket 
with original Mills tokens and large advertisement for 
the machine. Rare Sega one cent Vest Pocket (puts 

the Mills to shame). Mills 25¢ Puritan Bell. All in very 
fine condition. 

Call Bob Stone (781) 944-6943 or 

E-mail: bobstone @ comcast.net 


WANTED: A back door for a Daval Tit-Tat-Toe. 
Call Marshall Fey (775) 826-2607 or 
E-mail: LibBelbks @ aol.com 


WANTED: Name your price! We need a “Zoltan” tape 
for our horoscope machine. An original or reproduc- 
tion tape will work. We can’t sleep at night without 
hearing Zoltan’s voice. 

Call Jim & Merlyn at (828) 877-5800. 


Buy — Sell — Trade — Rent — Repair 


JOHN T. JOHNSTON'S 
JUKEBOX CLASSICS & 
VINTAGE SLOT MACHINES, INC. 


Top Prices Paid For: 
Old Juke Boxes — Slot Machines 


6742 FIFTH AVE. 


BROOKLYN, NY 11220 (718) 833-8455 


Fax (718) 833-0560 
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Membership Fee: 2005 


¢ $29.50 for U.S. Residents 
¢ $50.00 for Overseas 


This will include: 
3 Issues of the C.O.C.A. Magazine 


Advertising Costs 
¢ Full Page - $200. 

e 1/2 Page - $110. 

¢ 1/4 Page - $60. 

¢ Business Card - $15. 

e Paid Ads of 4 Issues or more 
in advance take 10% Discount. 
(Only on above sizes.) 

¢ Classified - 8¢ per word, 

¢ 10¢ bold words. 

¢ Ad minimum - $3.50 


Antique Slots 


QUALITY RESTORATIONS 
BUY - SELL 
SLOT MACHINES 
OLD COIN-OP 
JOHN & KENNA JOSEFFY 
1420 SO. IVY WAY 


DENVER, CO 80224 
johnjoseffy @webtv.net 


303-756-5369 


Built a 1930 Model Vienna 


www.4UR-GAMEROOM.COM 


Deadline for Next Issue: 


Jan. 20th, 2005 
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N YY 121 Lakeside Drive, Mayfield, NY 12117 


| WANT THE ITEMS PICTURED 
HERE, PLUS MANY MORE. 


CALL ME! 
Any Fortune Tellers, 
Especially Genco 
Gypsy Grandma 
c= . IMMEDIATE CASH 
AVAILABLE TODAY. 
JUKEBOXES FORTUNE TELLERS 
SPEAKERS MILLS PANORAMS 
SLOT MACHINES NICKELODEONS 
REMOTE GEAR MOVING MODELS 
ARCADE ITEMS BAND ORGANS 
PARTS 


LET’S DEAL! PICKUPS AT THE CHICAGO 


SHOW OR ANYWHERE IN THE U.S. 


518-661-5639 
FAX 518-661-5633 
www.nationaljukebox.com 


Any Unrestored 
Mills Panorams 
or Peep Shows, 
Pieces, Parts, 
or Films 


Any Rock-Ola 
Baseball Games 


All Games 
of Strength 


